
Life Membership – Neels Heunis 

 

 

 

It was with great pride and appreciation that the MBA bestowed Life Membership of the 

Association on Cornelius (Neels) Du Toit Heunis at the MBA Annual Dinner in Port Elizabeth 

recently. 

 

When asked if he would consider presenting a tribute to Neels, MBA Past President, Hilton 

Wait said “it wasn’t even something to think about as it is not often in one’s life that you get 

the opportunity to do a tribute to a man of the calibre of Neels.” 

 

After attending school in Grahamstown (now Makhanda) Neels studied at the University of 

the Orange Free State in Bloemfontein and graduated with a B.Sc. Quantity Surveying 

Degree (Cum Laude) in 1974.   Whilst at university he served on several Committees and 

was also awarded a Gold Medal for an outstanding student by the Association of South 

African Quantity Surveyors (ASAQS). 

 

Neels started his career in 1975 when he joined the firm Schoombie Hartmann in East London 

as a Quantity Surveyor. Hilton reflected that according to a story he had read “Neels has 

actually been involved in the industry from the age of 13 years old as a “handlanger” on his 

father’s building sites and earned his first pay packet at that age. In those days he mixed 

concrete and fixed reinforcing…a long cry from having to settle a final account or a complex 

contractual matter.” 



 

In 1980 Neels returned to Grahamstown and joined the family business, C M Heunis Building 

Contractors, founded by his grandfather over 80 years ago, in 1937. He was later appointed 

Managing Director of C M Heunis in 1987. Hilton added that “the number and complexity of 

the projects he has been involved with over the years are numerous and too many to mention 

but from what I have seen there is probably not a building in Grahamstown that hasn’t been 

touched by CM Heunis and Neels.” 

  

Neels is also a member of the Association of South African Quantity Surveyors and South 

African Council for Quantity Surveyors and has served on numerous boards and organisations 

in the Grahamstown area.  

 

He has been involved in MBA for over 3 decades representing the Grahamstown area on the 

MBA’s Regional Executive Committee and the Building Industry Industrial/Bargaining Council. 

He also served on the Executive Council of the Association since 1995 and has served no 

less than three terms as President of the Association (1997, 2010 & 2018). “This alone 

demonstrates the commitment that he has had to the industry and to our organisation. If there 

is something that Neels is passionate about then it is the MBA and what it stands for” said 

Hilton.  

 

It is also remarkable to note that life membership of the MBA has only been bestowed on 22 

members over the past 124 years of its existence and that the only 2 of those were 

Grahamstown members. In fact, they were none other than Neels’ father, Neels Heunis Snr 

(CC Heunis), and his uncle Bobby Heunis (JA Heunis).  

 

We also acknowledge Neels’ family, and in particular his wife Retha, for her support of Neels 

and for sharing his valuable time with the Association. 

 

Life Membership of the East Cape Master Builders’ Association was thus bestowed on 

Cornelius Du Toit (Neels) Heunis by MBA President Sheldon Bubanj on 25 August 2022.  

 

The citation on the Certificate reads… 

 

“In recognition of dedicated and outstanding service to the 

Building Industry and the East Cape Master Builders Association.”  

Congratulations and Thank you Neels! 
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